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People First Gazette





State Board of Directors 


Elections slate for 


2009-2010:


West:


Bill Gage 


Larry Moffitt


Ray Brandon


Tim Robinson


Steve Jackson





East:


Gatha Logan


Rhonda Johnson


David Lewis





History of People First of Tennessee


We started in 1981 with a small group in Nashville, Tennessee. Now we are the only statewide self-advocacy organization that is for and run by people with disabilities.


Our Mission: We provide an outlet for people with Disabilities to air and alleviate their concerns about disability related issues and to join together to address those issues.  We advocate for people with disabilities in the areas of housing, healthcare, employment, education and transportation.  We want to be seen as leading the way to a better future for all people with disabilities.  We want to be as active, productive and contributing citizens in the community.
































State Board of Directors 


Elections slate for 


2009-2010:


Middle:


Darrell Mason


William Murphey


  








West Tennessee News:


We have a new Chapter in Lexington that meets at the Easter seals center on third Tuesday of the month at 1:00pm. 


Lexington officers:


President: Michelle Holiday


Vice President: Chris Jones


Secretary: Dolores Rowlett


Treasurer: April Davis


Sergeant at Arms: Martin Strong





 





Community Service Projects:





Memphis:


Visiting King’s Daughter’s and Son’s Nursing Home





 Instead of having our regular scheduled chapter meeting, the members decided to hand deliver greeting cards they made to the residences. We had 4 members who handed out cards and visited the residences.











Middle Tennessee News





We have started two new chapters in Middle Tennessee.  





The Rutherford County Adult Activity Center in Murfreesboro and Hilltoppers in Crossville.   


The Adult Activity Center meets on the 3rd Wednesday at 1 pm.  They  elected Officers at their last meeting:


President -Mickey Newman


Vice President -Shannon Simpson


Secretary Sherry -Stacey


Treasurer –Chester Wilder


Sergeant at Arms – Brian Batey





Crossville has met once.  We will elect officers in March.  Also the Chapter in Crossville will set up a booth at the FUN RUN that Hilltoppers is sponsoring.   Thank you to Scott Bowman for working so hard to make this a successful chapter.  We are very excited about our new chapters.  We are also trying to start a chapter at Prospect in Lebanon








Christmas Party in Nashville.  In December we had a Christmas Dance at the Hermitage Community center.  We had about 30 people in attendance.  We had a great DJ that played some good music and fun was had by all.  We even had a photographer to take pictures of people by the Christmas tree.  Thank you to all who helped make this happen.





Community Service Projects:





Chapters in Middle Tennessee are giving back to their community.  Some of the ways our chapters are involved in volunteer work include:





Lawrenceburg: Makes Crafts for hospice patients and goes to visit and take the crafts to them





Hohenwald:  Helps with 


Meals on Wheels





Nashville:  Helps out at the Animal Shelter


Cookeville: collecting can tabs for the Ronald McDonald House





Waynesboro: does meals on wheels in Waynesboro and Collinwood





Springfield: visits the nursing home





�





Selmer:


Delivering greeting cards to residents of McNairy Healthcare Center


 Four members of the Selmer Chapter handed out greeting cards to the local nursing home that they handcrafted in previous chapter meetings. Members brought smiles to the residents’ faces with the cards and the warm conservations. The highlight of the project was when the members got to see and talk to an individual who use to work with them.





Jackson:


Members took greeting cards to Mission Convalescent Home.














 East TN news:


 


Anderson County P.F. is currently asking for donations in exchange for a chance to win 2 tickets to Ripley's Aquarium in Gatlinburg. With the proceeds, we hope to establish a "slipper fund" at an Anderson County nursing home to purchase bedroom slippers as people need them. Esp. people who have no family left.


 


Jefferson County members fold clothing for a local helping agency once or twice a month. The agency gives the clothing away.


 


Sevier County P.F. members helped a person with a disability clean up her yard and hauled off junk for her. They also did a mailing for a local church.


 


We are starting a new chapter in Loudon County. Our initial meeting is set for March 26 at 4 p.m. at Shoney's in Lenoir City, TN.


 


We are still looking for a place to meet in Greeneville to start a chapter there. 


 


We have sent out letters to former donors and potential donors to purchase ads in our annual conference ad book.


 


Our next big community project will be to ask members and families to bring certain items to box and send to soldiers in Iraq.
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Worried about job security? � HYPERLINK "http://jobs.aol.com/gallery/growing-job-industries?ncid=emlcntuscare00000002" \o "http://jobs.aol.com/gallery/growing-job-industries?ncid=emlcntuscare00000002" �Check out the 5 safest jobs in a recession�.
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